
Topics being considered are: 

 Allowing Medical, Recreational, or Hybrid Marijuana Facilities in certain districts 

 Allowing Marijuana Cultivation Facilities in certain districts 

 Modifying how Public and Civic, Research, and Retail Business uses are permitted 

 Modifying how Industrial uses are permitted 

 No changes are being proposed in the Residential districts:  Rural Quabbin, Rural 

Residential, Suburban Residential, Beaver Lake Residential, and Downtown 

Residential. 
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This brochure provides a brief summary of the zoning 
amendments proposed for consideration by the Special Town 
Meeting on Monday, November 13, 2017.  

Please refer to the full amendments package 

for more details. 

All are welcome to a end the Public Hearing 
on October 4, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Selectmen’s Mee ng Room at Town Hall to 
learn more about these proposed 
amendments and provide  input on them.  

 

On November 13, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. the 
Special Town Mee ng will take ac on on the 
amendments, which may be modified as a 
result of the input received at the public 
hearing. 



This amendment will add a new section to 
the Bylaw:  Registered Marijuana Sales 
Facilities and Cultivation Sites. 

Bylaw includes: 

 Applicant must adhere to MA Dept. of 
Public Health regulations 

 Local permitting via Special Permit and 
Site Plan Review required 

 Separation and buffering provisions for 
adequate separation from schools, parks, 
and other areas where children 
commonly congregate in an organized, 
ongoing, formal basis 

 Requirements for site security to deter 
crime and uphold the safety of 
surrounding neighborhoods 

The amendment will also add 2 separate 
sections to the Use Table: 

1. Marijuana distribution facilities for 
Medical, Recreational, or what could 
likely be a combination of the 2, would 
be allowed by Special Permit in the 
Downtown Commercial, Mill Yard, and 
Highway Commercial districts. 

2. Marijuana cultivation facilities 
(greenhouse and indoor growing 
systems) would be allowed by Special 
Permit in the Mill Yard, Commercial 
Industrial, and Industrial districts.  

A town’s zoning bylaw is a “living 
document” which allows for periodic 
amendments in order for townspeople to 
take advantage of economic opportunities 
and to be prepared to meet anticipated 
changes and challenges. 

The proposed amendments below will be 
offered as two separate Articles on the 
warrant for Special Town Meeting; one for all 
marijuana-related changes, and one for all 
other changes to the Use Table (§4.2). 

Overview 

Regulation on Marijuana  

In 2012, MA voters approved the use of 
medical marijuana. In 2016, MA voters 
approved the use of recreational marijuana; 
in Ware, that vote was with approximately 
55% approval. At last year’s Special Town 
Meeting, Ware voters rejected a temporary 
moratorium on all marijuana-related uses. 

 

In early 2018, the state Cannabis Control 
Commission (CCC) will issue their regulations 
for licensing retail marijuana facilities. The 
CCC is expected to begin issuing licenses in 
mid-2018. Additionally, any community that 
intends to regulate or prohibit retail marijuana 
facilities within their community, must have a 
bylaw in place by April 1, 2018 (PVPC, 
9/22/2017). 

 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 94G, 
§3 states that “[a] city or town may adopt 
ordinances and bylaws that impose 
reasonable safeguards on the operation of 
marijuana establishments”.  

Therefore, the Ware Planning Board and 
Planning & Community Development staff 

Marijuana Sales Facilities & 
Cultivation Facilities 

Other Use Table changes 

Information from the State Treasurer on 
recreational marijuana:  http://www.mass.gov/
treasury/marijuana/frequently-asked-
questions.html 

Presented as a separate warrant Article are 
proposed changes to §4.2, Use Table (non-
marijuana related). Overall, these amendments 
are to help further the goals of the Town’s 
Master Plan (2016) and diversify economic 
opportunities. 

Changes are in the following categories: 

 Public & Civic Uses (category B) 

 Family Daycare Home 

 Large Family Daycare Home 

 Hospital 

have worked diligently on drafting an 
appropriate, thoughtful bylaw amendment.  

This bylaw allows the Town to consider potential 
economic development opportunities, yet 
addresses the coming changes with careful 
consideration. Public input is vital to this process. 

 Office & Research Uses (category D) 

 Research Facility 

 Retail Business & Consumer Services Uses 
(category E) 

 Hotel 

 Inn, Bed & Breakfast, Tourist House 

 Industrial Uses  (category F) 

 Freight or trucking terminal 

 Heavy industry 

 Light Industry 

 Tank Farm 

 Warehouse 

 Wholesale 

 Wood processing, lumber mill  

Please see the Use Table for all proposed changes and 
affected zoning districts. 


